Roof Shingle Staining
10/03/2006

To my fellow home owners,


My wife and I purchased our home at 375 Hawthorn Blvd. in 2002.  We both are active walkers and as we walked the neighborhood, we began noticing several homes that had moderate to severe, dark streaks in the shingles.  We often discussed what the cause could be.  While I have a strong knowledge of home construction, I had never seen anything quite like this, or at not noticed it before as I found out later.


Over the past 4 years we have watched as some roofs have become much worse and even our house, which is now only 9 years of age, was getting the same staining.  At first, we saw that only some roofs appeared to be effected.  My first thought was perhaps some of the homes were built with defective shingles.  However, as we intentionally began looking, we came to the conclusion it was only affecting the roof angles that faced north.  All other roof surfaces seemed fine.  I then began investigating the possible causes.


While remodeling a bathroom for a friend in a house he had recently purchased, he had another individual who specialized in cleaning roofs clean off the vast amount of mold and moss that accumulated on his roof.  I contacted this individual about the problem in Stratford Woods.  He came out and looked at our roof and explained to me that it is actually a form of fungus that begins from bird droppings.  The north sides of our roofs do not get enough direct sunshine most of the year to completely dry off, thus providing a perfect ‘Petri dish’ for this fungus to grow.  As it grows, the rain washes it gradually down the roof leaving the ugly streaks.

The individual that came out is Eric Marckel from “Sparkle Clean Roof, LLC.   He cleaned our roof and it looks brand new.  He also offers a yearly maintenance program whereby he returns and sprays a substance that prevents the fungus from growing.  If anyone is interested in having him give a free estimate, you may contact him at 614-402-5109, or eric@sparklecleanroof.com  While the cost of the cleaning for our home was around $400.00, I assure you it is far less than replacing your roof.  The price will vary based on the size of your roof and the degree of staining.  I believe this would be especially important to those of you that are selling or considering selling your home.  I know a lot about homes and their construction, but if I, by not being informed, thought it might be defective shingles, what might the untrained eye think?  The stained roofs also make houses look older and rundown in appearance.  

Our experience with Eric and Sparkle Clean Roofs was delightful.  He came on time, performed the work excellently and for the price we were quoted.  As I stated earlier, I had only failed to notice this condition because since this experience, I now see it on just about every roof, everywhere I travel around the area.

If you would like to talk with me, you can e-mail me at mckinneym@columbus.rr.com and I would be glad to share any info you would like to know about.  You can also drive by our home, 2nd from the end of Hawthorn by Liberty and see the fantastic job he did on our roof.  We have much too nice of a neighborhood to let bird-poop, give it a black eye!

Thank you,

Mark McKinney

